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TO THE 
WORSHIPFUL 


The MAYOR, 


Together with the 


ALDERMEN, 


And the reſt of the Can TLEMEN 
Oo "IRS 
COMMON-COUNCIL, 

OF THE 
Aken and Loyal CITY 
Q F 


HEREFORD: 


The following Discourss, 18 


N all due Reſpect, Offer*d, by 
Their Humble Servant, 


Thomas Husbauds. 
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row our own moſt excellent. Laus and Homilies, enjoyn 
every true Son of the Church to do. - 
Tet ſo jt oftentimes falls out, that He, who means the 
leaft harm, is called the Incendiary , whilft the Per- 
ſen, that is really ſo, paſſes undiſcovered. Iis of late, 


among ſome great Pretenders to Moderation, a common 


thing to baul out Popery! Popery ! as if his Holineſs was © 


Juſt at our Doors, and there was no manner of Danger 
from the Fanaticks, who really are ſo; and wou'd be bear- 
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| Could hardly think that an honeſt plain Ser- 
on the Ibirtieth of Janua- © 
ry, ſhould be found fault with, only for © 
oem Duty and Obedience to our Gover- | 
= 70urs, as jar as Chriſt and by Apoſtles, and 


rily glad to enter into them, and ſbut out the juſt Owners | 


thereof. 

Now, fince they Both hold Rebellious Principles, why 
Should they not Both be equally caution'd againſt ? And 
when is ſo fit and proper a Time as the Martyrdom of 
King Charles? Then certainly the Doflrine of Paſſive- 
Obedience, and Non-Reſiſtance, ought to be preſſed home : 
And the Preacher that does fo, eught not to be Animadver- 
ted upon, barely becauſe he ftated, and left the Doctrine, 
juſt as be found it, without Limitation , and was not 
ulling to make 4 Looprhole for Subjects, upon every 
pretended Grievance, to flip from their Obedience; 


upon a Day, when the Miniſter who Offictates, is by the 


Rubrick obliged, either to read the Firſt and Second * 
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The PR E FA CE. 


* of the Homily againſt Diſobedience and Wilful Rebellion; 
er to Preach a Sermon of his own compoſing upon the ſame 
Argument. Now, in all that excellent Diſcourſe, I da 
nut find one Inſtance groen, wherein tis lawful for Sub- 
© je&s to Rebel. If therefore the wiſdom of the Church 
| chought not fit to mention when, or upon what occaſton 
Subjects may take up Arms againſt ther Lawfut Sovereign, 
and bath ſet no ſtated bounds or meaſure to our Obedience 
4 I think it would have been great folly, as well as ſin and. 
* preſumption in me to haue pretended to do it; and when 
ny Subjett led me to caution the People againſt Curſin 
| *zbe QUEEN, even in their thoughts; to have infra 
er ed them when, and how to lift up their Hands and 
ua - Heels againſt Her. A very pretty way, indeed, of teaching 
for Obedience! 
er- But it ſeems I proceed farther, and advance ſomething 
nd © very new, and very ſtrange, which haz given Offence zo 
yn | ſome very good, well meaning Men. After I have made it 
appear that this DoQrine is founded upon a Rock, I am ſo 
the hardy as to ſay, © "Tis true, indeed, this Doctrine hath late- 


er- © * ly been in a Storm, but bythe Wiſe Management of good 
te, © and undaunted Pilots, it bath bravely weather d it out. 


A very ſtrange and ſurpriſing thing, indeed! As if the World 
as © knew nothing at all of the matter ! Has not this Doctrine 
er been by the late Writings of ſeveral, bandy'd about from 
ar- Pillar to Poſt, and receiv'd more Stripes from ſome that 
ers © Profeſs the Goſpel, than ever St. Paul did from the Jews ? 

And for aſſerting as much, the Author muſt needs be called 
eby to an account. Why ! What Hereſy * What Blaſpbemy ? * 
nd ©: What Heteredoxy zs there bere broach'd ? Nothing that 
of © 1 know of, but a plain downright Truth, which the whole 
ve- 7 Nation very well knows. For | do not find this Doctrine 
re : 7 groen up, nor any Aﬀ of Parliament againſt it. But 
'er- there i à very ſirong one for it. I mean the Aﬀ of 
ne, Uniformity, 14 Car. 2. Whereby every one that bath 
any Parſonage, Vicarage, or any other Eccleſiaſtical 
ery © * Dignity or Promotion, ſhall ſubſcribe the Declaration 
ce; * following, viz. I A. B. Do declare, that it is not Law- 
tbe * ful, upon any pretence whatſoever, to take up Arms 
Fe © 4g a the King, &c. Aud tho" this Clauſe of /ub- 
1 ſetfing 


The PREFACE. 


ſeribing the Declaration, be Suſpended by a Subſequent ; ; 


AZ, in the 1 Will. and Mary; yet I cant ſee bow that 
Suſpenſion can any ways affef. or alter the Doctrine 


Duty after, than it war before it's being Suſpended. 


EE 
: we 
of _ 
a 


the Church, or make the Duty of Non-Reſiſtance leſs a 


Here then i a Poſitrve-Law to juſtify the utmoſt ſtretch F 


of all that I have advanc d in my following Diſcourſe. As 
therefore ] found this Dofrine Built, and Eſtabliſh'd upon 
the Laws of God, and the Laws of the Land, ſo I jhall 
leave it upon that ſure Foundation: And own, that tbe 
chief motrve of my venturing to appear in Public, ber 
files my complying with the Requeſts of ſo many Worthy 
and Loyal Gentlemen, was, leaſt, by my ſilence, I might 
baue been thaught to have given it up. 


10 KU 


Eccleſiaſtes 


SEE! 8 1111 


©) | * * 
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be Curſe not the Ring, ns not in thy Thought ; and curſe 
her not the Rich, in thy Bed-chamber : For a Bird of 
by. the Air ſhall carry the Voice, and that which hath 


wings ſhall tell the matter. 


F Es E are the Words of a King, no leſs, 
(52 SR nay more, famous and celebrated for his 
> r Bll Wiſdom, than for his Greatneſs and Mag- 
. nificence; tho they were ſuch, as God 
RR himſclthad declared, none before him erer 
FT — had; neither ſhould any after him have 
the like. We cannot therefore rationally ſuppoſe, but that 
this Wiſe Preacher laid it down, as an indubitableMazim; 
that the greateſt Reverence is due both to the Perſons 
and Dignity of Kings. That we ought to be ſo far from 
offering any violence to the one, or ſpeaking evil of the 
other; that we are ſtrictly prohibited fo much as har- 
bouring an ill thought, or once to let it enter into our 
hearts or minds, to with, much leſs to do them harm. 
That Treafon and Rebellion in the Overt Act, is not 
only repugnant to, and juſtly puniſhable by the Laws 
of Man; but that the ſecret Deſiga and Intention of 
touching God's Anointed, is a Sin of fo black a Dye, 
es that Almighty God ( whoſe Miniſters they are) will 
certainly bring it to Judgment. Nay, rather than the 
perfidious, undermining Rebel; rather than He, that 

is a Traitor only in his Heart, and hath not the Hand 
and Courage to execute, tho' he hath the Head and 

: Subtilty to contrive the Treafon ; the Wiſe Man * us, 

3 at 
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tall eſcape undiſcovered, God will detect 
and thair wicksd treafbnable Devi 

unexpetted, and almoſt improbable, an 


you, are they guilty 


accurſed Hands in the Royal | and Innocent Blood of 


their Sovereign, -- 


that rather tn ſuch a ( comparatively ) puny Sinner 
both them, 


* 


5 
ther 
by the moſt befe 
unaccountable ſtrot 
means. Of how much ore ſeyere Puniſhment, think tion 


who hall date to imbrue their on 


ſacri 
Lan 


Had this Conſideration been ſeriouſly laid to heart, the 
and well and throughly weigh'd, by the Regicides of Hon 
this Black and Guilty Day, tis more than probable, 
that their Conſciences would have ſtar d them in the 
Face, and have tax d them home with that unanſwera- 
2 Sam. j. ble Queſtion of David's to the Amalekite, how waſt thou 


14. 


not afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand to deſtroy the Lord's 
Anointed * - 

Twas thro' want of this, and the like Reflections. 
that the Blefſed Martyr King Charles the Firſt, fell a 
Victim and a Sacrifice to the Pride and Ambition, to 
the Covetouſneſs, Malice, and Revenge of his unrea- 
ſonable gain- ſaying and blood-thirſty Subjects. Had 
Solomon's Advice, or rather Command, in my Text, 
been Relipiouſly obſerv'd by our Forefathers, we ſhou'd 
not have had this melancholy Occaſion, of Yearly 
humbling our Souls before God, to expiate one of the 
moſt Execrable and Barbatous Murders, that ever cried 
to Heaven for Vengeance. Inſtead of interceding with 
God, in Faſting and Prayer, with Tears and ſtro 
Crying, not to lay to our Charge the Guilt of His In- 


nocent Blood; we might now have been Bleſſing and 


Praiſing God, for the wonderful and manifold Ad van 
tages ariſing to this Church and Nation, by his Wife 
and Pious, his Careful, and more than Fatherly Ad- 
miniſtration; if the Iniquity and Corruption of the 
Times would have ſuffer d his Reign to have paſs d 
eaceably;- either to himſelf, or (which he chiefly va- 
ned ) to his Subjects? "Twas for want of a due Senſe, 
of that Dutiful Subjection and Obedience, which Hea- 
ven hath commanded" Subjects to pay to their Sovereign 
Princes, and to all that are put in Authority _ 
TEE them. 
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1, to 
area- 7 
Had 


them, that we owe all 


”y 


eaſy to gueſs what weighty Buſineſs they Tranſacted 
and Carried on, during their Abſence from the Houſe. 
Nor ended the Purſuit of theſe Inhuman Perſecutors, 


1 


thoſe Miſerable Calamities that 


after Royal Blood, till they had brought his Head Lam v 2-3 


4 
' 


to the Block. Till the Breath of our Noſtrils, the A- 
B nointed 


Exod. xxii. 


28. 


— 


Things conſiderable. 


10 


nointed of the Lord; was taken in their pits. And when 
we ſaid, we ſhall live, and ſhelter ourſelves, under his 
ſhadow, then did theſe Uſurpers violently hew down 
the ſtately Tree, /opping off the Venerable Head, under 
the Hypocritical pretence of preſerving the Body. 

If ſuch were the deſtructive lamentable Effects of but 
Treaſonable Thoughts, (for the Rebels did not immedi- 
ately declare themſelves ſo; nay, if you will take their 
own Words, they continued he good People of England, 
even when they, at their own Illegal Bar, Arraign'd 
and Condemnd their Lawtul Hereditary Sovereign.) 
It ſuch was the Horrible, Bloody Iſſue of Sounding the 
Trumpet of Diſcontent and Difobedience to the Higher 
Powers, both from the Preſs, and eſpecially from the 
Pulpit, {and this Nay's mournful Tragedy, was to un- 
deniable an Evidence of it) then certainly a Diſcourſe, 
which tends to teach Duty and Obedience, Reſpectful 
Thoughts, Words, and Behaviour, towards our Su- 
periours, can at no time be unſeaſonable; is at all 


times warrantable: But on the Thirtieth of January, 


whilſt the Vertues and the Sufferings of the Royal Mar- 
tyr are almoſt Freſh in our Memories, tis a Subject fo very 
fit and proper, a Doctrine ſo neceſſary and ſeaſonable to 


be preſſed and inculcated, that twere a fault to omit it. 
Which Neceſſary Doctrine, with the Certainty of be- 


ing diſcover'd, if we tail of performing it; the Wiſe Man 


here lays down in my Text, adviſing us not to harbour 
any thing that may look like a Difloyal Deſign, or a 
Diſobedient Intent or Project. Curſe not the King, 
0 not in thy Thought ;, and curſe not the Rich in thy Bed- 
chamber : For a Bird of the Air ſhall carry the voice, and 
that which hath wings ſhall tell the matter. 
may obſerve, that tho' the Advice and Exhortation be 
Solomon's, yet the Command is from God; who 
by the Mouth of his Servant Moſes, hath given us this 
ſtrict Unlimitted Injunction. Dou ſha!t not repile the 


Gods, (or Judges, faith the Margin) nor curſe the Rulers 
«sf thy People. 
In the Words then before us, we have theſe two 


Firſt | 
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© Firſt, A downright prohibition of entertaining Trea- 
Pnable Thoughts or Surmiſes againſt the Royal Antho- 
fty; againſt either the King's Sacred Perſon, which is 
expreſly mentioned in the word Ng; or his Chief Mi- 
Miſters and Counſellors of State, which we may , under- 
fand by that repeated expreſſion and prohibition, Crſe 
„t the Rich, in thy Bed-chamber. Where, by the Rich, 
may, not improbably, be meant ſuch as are in Places 
of great Truſt and Profit under hin. Such as by their 
wile Council, and diligent and faithful Management, 
are as it were the Pillars and Supporters of the Crown, 
by their carefulneſs and vigilance, contributing to take 
off ſomething of the Burden of it; and making it, as much 
3s in them lies, ſit eaſy upon their Sovereign's Head. 

® Secondly, That Diſloyalty, but in Thought, is a Sin 
of that heinious and crying Nature, that Providence will 
detect it, even by means hardly to be accounted for by 
the ordinary courſe of Human Probability. If wecurſe, 
or ſlight, and ſpeak evil of the King in our Thoughts, 


or make Mid-night, Secret Cabals againſt his Govern- 


ment, a Bird of the Air ſhall carry the Voice, and that 
which hath wings ſhall tell the matter, 
7 


% Whence we may Infer theſe Propoſitions, vis.” That, 
I. The Generality of the People are apt too lightly to 
eſtzem Princes, and to curſe the King in their Thoxghts. 

II. That all ſach Deſigns, all ſuch evil Imaginations, 
are highly offenſive and diſpleaſing to God. 

III. That God will, in a moſt Judicial, and yet un- 
Expected Manner, bring ſuch Traitors to Judgment: 
How cunningly or ſecretly ſoever the Treaſon may be 


| mw a Bird of the Air ſhall carry the Voice, &c. 


» Firſt, Then, The Generality of the People are too apt 
Iightly to eſteem Princes, and to Cur/e the King in their 
Thoughts. \ 

| *Twere eaſy to prove this by a long and numerous 
induction of Scripture Examples. David, we know 


Was a Perſon choſen by God himſelf to rule over, and 
to lead forth he People of Iſrael (a Generation, ſaith 
: | 


B 2 the 


/ 


— 


U 
pn,” 
l | © 
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| Bi Ixxviii. the Pſalmiſt, that ſer not their Heart aright.) He was 


9-\ One that had deliver'd 'em from their moſt formidable 
Enemies the Philiſtines; that had flain the Defier of 
the Living God, the mighty Champion Goliabh; that, 
when be was advanced to the Throne, both by the 
Appointment of God, and almoſt the Univerſal Con- 

pf. lxxviii. ſent and Choice of the People, fed them with a faithful 


73. and true Heart, and ruled them prudently, with all bis 
I Sa. xxx 


e or rather freely gave, the Spoi/ among his Followers, 


was yet, upon (almoſt) every pettiſh Turn of Affairs, 
peſter d with Tumults and Seditions from thoſe very 
Perſons, whom he had fo lately deliver d. He had no 

ſooner reſcud em from their Enemies abroad, but his 
ungrateful Subjects turn Enemies to him at home, and 

ſide with his Rebellious Son Abſalom. Shimei, like a 

true Time-ſerver, when he is out of his Maſter's Reach, 

and imagines his Power declining, wiſely curſes hin 

to his Face, and thinks to make his Court to the Up- 

2 Sam. xvi. ſtart, Uſurping Son, by defaming and villitying the 
Father. Even his own Counſellor Achitophel ſhall be 
ſeduced, and in his Old Age turn as falſe to his own, + 

as to his Royal Maſter's Intereſt: For, he that once 

forfeits his Loyalty and Integrity to his Sovereign, will 

not long preſerve his Diſcretion; and how wiſe or poli- 

tick ſoever he may be eſteem'd in other Reſpects, yet 

Xv. 31. in this God will ſurely turn bis Wiſdom into Fooliſhneſs. 
"Twere eaſy to reckon the Murmurings and Re- 
pinings, the Seditions and Tumults of the 1/raelttes, 
under Moſes, in their Paſſage from Egypt to Canaan. To 
trace the ſeveral Steps of their Unthanktulneſs to 
God, and their Ingratitude to Man, under the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Judges. How the Children Iſrael 
remembred not the Lord their God, who had delivered 
them out of the bands of all their Enemies on every ſide: 
Neither ſhewed they Kindneſs unto the Houſe of Jerub- 
baal, namely Gideon, according to all the Goodneſs that 
he bad fbew'd unto Iſratl. Nay, he had no ſooner deli- 
vered them out of the Hand of the Midianites, and 
gznerouſly and nobly xefus'd the Offer of a hs . 
wnen 


Judg. viii. 
34» 35. 


' Power. This mighty Deliverer, who generally parted, fo 
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when ſolicited to reign over 'em ; but the next Thing 
te hear of em is, That they ſet up the Blot of his 
45 the Son of his Concubine, ſor their Governor, 
having firſt ſlain his Threeſcore and ten Sons. But, 
what need we ſeek for Ancient foreign Inſtances? Have 
we not thoſe that are Modern and freſh enough at 

me? Have we not had Movers of Sedition, both 
rom the Papiſts and Fanaticks, ever ſince the Re- 
formation? Was not the good and glorious Queen 
E/izabeth's Reign often attempted to be diſturb'd by 
both of 'em? And were not the ſame Heads and Hands 
at the ſame Bleſſed Work in the Days of her Succeſ- 
for, King James the Firſt? And what they had been fo 
long plotting and contriving to little or no Purpoſe, 
in the Father's Days, they too effectually accompliſh'd, 
and brought to paſs in the Sons. Whether by mutual 
Concert or no, I will not ſay: tho the numerous Com- 
any of Roman-Catholicks, that were in the Parhament- 
_ gives a very large and plentiful Scope for 
thought. But, notwithſtanding the People are ſo apt 
$00 lightly to value and efteem Princes; yet 
+ Second/y, Such Deſigns, ſuch evil Imaginations are 


highly offenſive and diſpleaſing to God. By we (i. e.) prov. viii, 


by God's Holy Ordinance, Kings Reign, and Princes 
decree Fuſtice. And if God be the ſole Perſon that 
gives them Authority, and ſigns their Commiſſion, 
then we may modeſtly and truly ſay, That he is the 
poly Potentate that can reſume the One, and call in 
Queſtion the Other. And that it is ſo, we have the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles's Aſſertion, in as plain 
Words as tis poſlible. 


Fherefore reſiſterh the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance 
& God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation. Upon which Baſis and Foundation he builds 
this Doctrine: Let every Soul be ſubject unto the Higher 
Powers. Which Doctrine is like the Houſe, which our 


332 mentions, that toar built upon a Rock, and the Matt. vii. 
Rain deſended, and the Floods came, and the Winds blew, 25. 
* beat upon that Houſe, and it fell not, for 


it was 
founded 


* 

þ 

"$44 
HH 


There is no Pawer, but of God; Rom. xiti, 
he Powers that be are ordained of God. Wheſoever "> * 


15. 
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[ 14 
founded upon a Rock. *Tis true, this Doctrine hath lately ef fre 
been in a Storm, but by the wife Management of good God, 


and undaunted Pilots, it hath bravely weathered it out. Judge 
Kings and Sovereign Princes are Conſtituted and Beſide 


Commiiſion'd by God, as his Vicegerents on Earth, to 
whom he hath given the Title of Gods, tho they ſhall die 
Pf. Ixxxit. /e Men, and fall like one of the Princes. Tho' they 
6, 7. are Fleſh and Blood, like other Men, and their Bodies 
are from the Earth, and therefore mortal ; yet their 
Power, Dignity and Authority, is from the Great 
Gop of Heaven, whoſe Miniſters they are to us for 
Rom. xiii. Good. And for that Cauſe we ought to honour and 
reverence thoſe Perſons, that are velted with that divine 
Authority, as the Repreſentatives of Heaven. Kingly 
Dignity 1s a Ray and Emanation of the Supream Au- 
thority of God, an imperfe& Glimpſe and Reflection 
of the Divine Majeſty ; and therefore diſloyal, diſobe- 
dient, rebellious Deſigns, are virtually an Affront to 
God himſelf : They are level'd at, and may (perhaps) 
fall upon the Perſons of our Rulers and Governors; but 


that awful Majeſty, who hath ſaid, Touch not mine An- 
Pſal. cv. ointed. And again, Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor 
Tye curſe the Ruler of thy People. And here in my Text, 
God has, as it were, ſet a Sacred Hedge and Fence to 
guard and defend the Perſons of Kings, not only from 
the Treaſonable Practices, but from all Traiterous Con- 
trivances and Conſpiracies of their Subjects, how cloſe 
or ſecret ſoever. He hath not only with-held their 
Hands from Striking, ' and their Tongnes from Evil- 
ſpeaking of Dignities; but he hath likewiſe ty'd up 
their Thoughts from diſloyal thinking of em, ſaying, 
Curſe not the King, no not in thy Thought ;, and curſe 
not the Rich in thy Bed-Chamber. He will not fo much 
as allow us to be Traitors in Heart, to wiſh our So- 
vereign harm, no not in our ſecret Retirement: And 
he that doth, without ſincere Repentance, will as un- 
doubtedly be condemned in the Courts of Heaven, as 
the moſt notorious open Rebel, if apprehended, here on 


felt 


they will be ſure to rebound, and fly in the Face of 


Earth: For there is no flying, or concealing a Man's 
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lately f from his own Conſcience, or prevericating with 
good Gd, who is the Searcher of Hearts, and the impartial 


age of all the Earth; and therefore he will do right, 1 ch Rxvit 


and Beſides, had not Almighty God ſet up his awful Reve- 8 
h, to rence of the Majeſty and Authority of Kings in the 25. 
Minds and Conſciences of Men, Human Laws would 


have prov'd but a weak Barrier and Reſtraint to ſup- 

rt their Power and Government, againſt the unrea- 
Fvable Iealouſies, and falſe pretended Surmiſes of the 
Envious and Diſcontented; againſt the aſpiring Ambi- 
tion of the Proud, and the unbridled Licentiouſneſs of 
the Libertine. To the envious Perſon, a Prince's 
Wealth and Greatneſs, were there no Check upon his 


* Conſcience, no inward, inviſible Reſtraint, were ſuf- 


ficient Temptation to induce him to attempt his Sove- 
reign's Throne: Firſt to diſpoſſeſs him of his Crown, 
and then to take away his Lite: To ſerve him as Ahab 
did Nebath, firſt falſly to accuſe and kill, and then alſo 


to take Poſſeſſion. 


Kings that ever reign'd, and one of the moſt meek, 
patient, reſign'd Martyrs that ever ſuffer'd. Did they 
not firſt harbour and entertain hard and unreaſonable 
Suſpicions againſt the King and his Council? And then 
by ſcurrilous Labels, and Treaſonable Pamphlets, poiſon 
the Loyalty, and by that Means rob him of the Love 
and Affection, the Duty and Obedience of his ſilly de- 
Inded Subjects? And did they not carry all theſe De- 
Eructive Artifices, under the falſe and ſpecious Pre- 
tence of a more than ordinary Concern for God and 
Religion, for the Good of the Church, and the Liberty 
af the People; and under Pretence of defending his Ma- 


296 Sacred Perſon, impudently blow the Trumpet of 
di 


Sedition and Rebellion, and boldly and openly take up 


Arms againſt him; and drive the Inſulted King, and 
all his Loyal Adherents from City to City, from Place 
to Place, Jie a Patridge upon the Mountains? And af- 
ter all their Sanctify'd Cant, when they had accom-1 Sa. xxvi. 
2Pliſh'd their Villanous Deſigns, and prov'd m— in 20. 

Y their 


And was not this the Method, which 1Kin. xxi. 
the bloody Regicides took, to accompliſh their more 19. 
"than ſavage Barbarity, upon one of the moſt pious 
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| Lam. i. 4,5. 
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[ 16 ] 


their horrid Rebellion; with what Indignity did the 


treat the Lord's Anointed l And what bleſſed Reform 
tion did they work both in Church and State | Why 
when they had turn'd Faith into Faction, Religion int; 
Schiſms, or rather quite out of doors, then the promis“ 
Laberty of the People is repaid with the ſevereſt Op 
preſſion ; the Church is ſtrip'd of her Patrimony, an- 
all the Faithful Honeſt Churchmen are brought upon th: 
Stage to ſuffer. In the mournful Words of Feremial 
The Prieſt and the Prophet were ſlain in the Sanfuary: 
and the Temple of the Lord, in the moſt literal ſenſe 
became @ Den of Thieves. So that the Church of Eng 
land had but too juſt reaſon in that bitter Day of he 
Calamity, to take up the Lamentation of the Prophet, 
and ſay, The ways of Sion do mourn, becauſe none come 1. 
the ſolemn Feaſts, all ber Grates are deſolate ; her Prieſ!; 
eb; ber Virgins are ffliffed, and ſbe is in bitterneſi 
Her Adverſaries are the chief, her Enemies proſper. And 
again, Our Perſecutors are ſtoiſter than the Eagles of the 


Lm iv. 79. Heaven ; they purſued ms upon the mountains, they laid 


wait for ws in the wilderneſs. Our Perſecutors wer: 
ſwifter than Eagles, ſwifter to Perſecute us than 
Eagles are for their Prey. And as an Eagle wil 
venture on any Prey, and at her peril ſome 
times will even ſnatch from the Altar; fo theſe Sacri. 
ligious Perſons, as Hoſea uſes the Metaphor, came lid 
an Eagle againſt the Houſe of the Lord. For the next 
Words, they purſued us upon the mountains, they laid 
wait for is in the wilderneſs ; many of that glorious 
Com pany of Martyrs and Confeſſors, of the Prelacy 
and Clergy of this Church, at that Time, by a woful 


experience, literally underſtood them, and felt the 


meaning of. And when theſe Tyrannical Uſurpers were 
once got into Power, and had the Reins of the Govern 
ment in their own Hands, they were equally as crue! 
in the Adminiſtration of Civil Aﬀairs, as they had 
proved barbarous, and inhuman in thoſe of the Church 
For did not theſe new inſulting Maſters, by their Pride 
and Cruelty, make a Prey of the whole Kingdom; 
domineering over the Nobility ; and lay aſide the Houſe 
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d they of Lords, as an uſeleſs uſurping Order? And did not 
forma . ſame gentle Governours, when they were once 
Why mounted into the Seat, ride Fehu- like, and drive fu- 
on int; ouſly againſt the ſimple, infatuated Common People, 
t put them into the Saddle? Were not the much 
ſt Op hetter part, and greater number of the Houſe of Com- 
y, an Mons excluded, only for paying their Allegiance, and 
on th performing their indiſpenſible Duty to, and following 
-emiah, the ſuffering Fortunes of their afflicted Sovereign? Nay, 
ruar) Io intent were theſe exacters upon Rapine, ſo inſatiable 
ſents to gratify their Avarice ; that there was nothing but 
Ex Confiſcating the Lands of the Church; Proſcribing the 
of he moſt N and Conſcientious Part of the Kingdom; 
ophet, Voting the King's moſt faithful Friends to be Malig- 
ome , wants, and Enemies to bis Perſon : For no other reaſon, 
Prieſi 4 ſuppoſe, than becauſe, many of them actually did, 
nei And all of them would have ſacrificed their Lives in his 
And moſt righteous Cauſe and Service. Some were Im- 
of the priſon d, others Executed, and the whole Enflav'd Na- 
ton almoſt Ruin'd and Impoveriſh'd by the unreaſona- 
ble Burthen of incredible and illegal Taxes. Theſe 
thay Were the bitter Fruits of curſing the King in the 
Thoughts of, at firſt, but a tew of his diſcon- 
tented, repining, aſpiring Subjects: But, when the 
fire was once kindled in the Breaſts of not above Eight 
%% er Nine deſigning, intreaguing Perſons, how Artificial - 
| ly. was the Poiſon inſtilled into the Ears, and from 
„ Ina thence diſperſed into the Heart, and ſo thro' the Body 
bf the whole Kingdom. The Contagion ſpread like 
Lightning; and like Wild-fire upon a line, or Gun- 
powder in a train, twas no ſooner touch'd at one end, 
t the but it immediately reachd the other. And under the 
e common and popular pretext, of redrefſng Publick © 
were Grievance: ny preſerving the Liberties of the People, 
wha w was many an undeſigning, honeſt well-meaning Perſon 
7 ſeduced into the Guilt, without being let into the ſecret 
aof this Grand and Unparallell' d Rebellion; till they 
* 5; found themſelves ſo far, and fo unwarily engaged in it, 
Pride as to be afraid to retire. Tho nothing could have been 
dom; too hard for, or Superiour to his Majeſty's Clemency 
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[ 38 ] 
and Mercy, upon their returning to their Obedienc either 
and Allegiance. And this ſhou'd teach every one ti we v 
keep his heart with diligence, and to watch even th me 
firſt motions and approach to any thing, that looh M, 
like, or may tend to Difloyalty. To beware of liftning Have 
to, much more of crediting every flying, and perhap; tent ] 
falſe and malicious Rumour. We will not eaſily be in tre 
Cheated of our Money, upon every plauſible, plea ſing vernt 
Story; Why then ſhou'd we ſuffer ourſelves to be fo the V 
fooliſhly Rob'd and Bubbled of that honourable eſteem and 7 
we owe to Princes, upon more frivolous Terms? Ma. War 
licious and Invidious Reports of thoſe that rule over Mag: 
us, if too creduloufly entertain'd, derive a venemous alld | 
Influence upon the Hearers. And if (as we common Wop 
Iy ſay) the Receiver is as bad as the Thief, whoſoever #& th 
readily believes and ſucks in the Scandals that are but. @ 4 
too often ſpread upon his Sovereign's Actions, is an Ac. Ther 
ceſſary to his ſtolen Reputation, becomes a Factor to nde 
his Enemies, ( p-rhaps unwittingly ) and is Inſtrumental M 
in accompliſhing that Ruin and Deſtruction, which Mey 
probably he may never be able to retrieve by all his Wa 
tuture Care and Conduct. Kur 0 

It is therefore part of that Honour and Allegiance we * 
owe to Crown'd Heads, to treat them with all imagi- WE | 
nable deference and reſpec , and to be fo far from re. Men 
viling the Higher Powers, or thoſe that are put in Au- I 
thority under them, as not to lend a liſtning Ear, to 
any aſperſing Suggeſtions, againſt either their Perſons, 
or their Government; but conſider once and again be- 
fore we utter the unwarrantable Jealouſies of our own 
Hearts, or believe the unjuſt Detamations of Fa&ious 
and Seditious Perſons; and be more cautious of dimi- 
niſhing Her Majeſty's Credit and Reputation, than of 
Falſifying and Clipping Her Coin; confidering that 
the former is cqually if not more Criminal than the 
latter, and will undoubtedly be ſeverely accounted for, 
1X not in this, yet in the next World; before the moſt 
Awful and Tremendons Tribunal of that Judge, whole 
Repreſentatives Princes are on Earth; and to whom 


alone they are accountable, and not to their * 
| | either 


19 ] 
edienc eher ſingly or collectively. Twere therefore well if 
one u We wou'd all follow Solomon's admirable and whol- | 
ren th fame Advice.” My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the Pro. xxiv. 
t look , and meddle not with them that are given to change. 21 
iftning Have no Fellowſhip or Society with Perſons of turbu- 
xerhap ſent Minds, and factious Spirits: Men that love to fiſh 
fily be in troubled Waters; that delight in Innovations in Go- 
leaſing ernment ; and rather than not be uppermoſt, will turn 
» be ſ the World upſide-down : From ſuch withdraw thy ſelf, 
eſteem A haue no Fellow/hip with their wnſruirful Works of Eph. v. 
> Ma net. Their Converſation is as infectious as the 11. 
e over Blague ; and their Words will eat ar doth a Canker : 2 Tim. i. 
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and tho, like Solomon's ſtrange Woman, their Lips may "7: 
as an Honey-comb, and their Mouths may be ſmooth- Prov. v. 3» 


mn than Oyl, yet is their End bitter as Wornmwood, ſharp 
a two-edeed Sword. Their Feet go down to the Grave 
their Steps take hold on Hell. And leaſt thou ſhouldſt 
eder the path of Life, their ways are moveable, that 
Nor canſt not know them. So that how much ſoever 
ey may pretend to the Spirit, and make their boaſt 


d us, that to, or for, them is reſerved the blackneſs 
. for ever. Which directly leads me, from 
2 great Sin of Curſing the King in our Thoughts, to 
ew, 

Thbirdiy and Laſtly, That God will in a moſt judicial, 
And yet unexpected Manner, bring ſuch Traitors to 
Idgment. How cunningly and ſecretly ſoever the 
Freaſon may be contriv'd, a bird of the Air ſhall carry 
The Voice, and that which bath wings ſhall tell the matter. 

lf we take a View of the general Proceedings of Di- 


We Providence, in the Management and Government 


the World, we ſhall find, that God (though his 
Jadgments, in ſome peculiar, extraordinary Reſpects, 
like the great Deep, paſt finding out,) uſually pro- 
portions the Severity of the Puniſhment to the Heinouſ- 
meſs of the Crime: And where he hath allotted ſevere 


Penalties, we have juſt Cauſe to conclude that Sin to 


be exceeding ſinful. And as his infallible Wiſdom 
Knows how to ſuit every Puniſhment to the Quantity 
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a greater Light than others; yet St. Jude hath af- Jude xiii. 
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of the 'Tranſgreffion, ſo will his impartial Juſtice az 
certainly inflict it, unleſs the up-lifted Hand of Ven 
geance be timely diverted, by hearty Contrition, and 
ſincere Repentance, which are the only Weapons that 
can fence againſt, and in a manner diſarm the Wrath 
of God. Now God himſelf hath told us, that Rebellion 
is as the Sin of Witchcraft and Stubbornneſs, is as Ini. 
guity and Idolatry. And though this be only ſpoken of ? 
the Diſobedience of Sau! to him, that was King o 
Kings; yet by Parity of Reaſon it will hold, that Re. 
bellion from the Subject to his Prince, is a very great 
Crime. It ſeems to be an Argument, ad hominem, ex 
actly applicable to the Perſon offending. As if God had 
ſaid to him by the Prophet, You, being a Ruler and: 
Prince, and by my own Appointment made King over 
Iſrael, juſtly expect Obedience to your Commands; and 
to diſobey you in Things lawful is Rebellion. Now, | 
being your God, cou'd not deſire, or command, much 
leſs be pleas'd with any thing that is unlawful or ſinful 
in itſelf; and therefore your Non- performance of what 
I ſent you about, is as great, if not a greater piece of 
Rebellion againſt the King of Heaven, than can be com 
mitted againſt any Earthly Potentate. And yet I muſt 
tell you, that I look upon Diſobedience, and a refracory 
Stubbornneſs to your Commands, to be as the Sin o 
Witchcraft, and Idolatry, (i. e.) moſt highly diſpleaſing 
and offenſive to me, and equally as Criminal. As to 
the firſt of theſe, I have given an expreſs Command, 


Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch to lIrve. And for the latter, 


J drove. out, and utterly deſtroy d the Seven Idolatrous 
Nations, and gave away their Land, and Planted you in. 
A ſufficient Hint how odious and abominable theſe Sins 
of Faction and Sedition in the State, and Hereſy and 
Sciſm in the Church, are in the Sight of God. Though 1 
theſe are but the Seeds, and Rebellion is the Fruit that 
generally ſprings from em, when ſow'd deep, and long 
conceal'd in cloſe Heads, and hollow Hearts. - And as 
their Sin is great, ſo is their Puniſhment, for. the moſt 
part, as Exemplary and Signal, 
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Al Faction and Sedition, all Murmuring and Evil- 
eaking againſt our Superiors, 1s in itſelf ſinful. And 

tis of the Nature and Eſſence of Sin in 22 to 
= Puniſhment after it, though it at preſent ſeduces 
gs with the alluring Enticements of Pleaſure and Profit; 
© is it, in a more eſpecial Manner, the almoſt inſepa- 

ble Conſequence of, and Attendant upon Traiterous 
Thoughts, and Rebellious Practices. For a Proof of 
this, I might give you Inſtances out of Hiſtories of al- 
molt all Nations, and every Age, to ſhew how the 
avenging Hand of God has, as it were, fingled out 
ſuch notorious Miſcreants, as the peculiar Mark of his 


Divine Wrath. But I ſhall content myſelf with men- 
tioning only ſome few, which the Holy Bible points 


gut to us; with the miſerable, and yet deſerved Ends 


of ſome of thoſe Blood-thirſty Men, that imbrued their 
guilty Hands in the innocent Blood of that Juſt Perſon, 
whoſe Glorious Martyrdom we this Day Annually 


Commemorate, to our Fore-fathers, and our own re- 


1 Shame, and the Bleſſed Martyr's immortal 
Glory. | 
Io begin with the firſt Ringleaders of Sedition and 
Rebellion, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Notwith- 
anding that God had ſo miraculoufly delivered the 
hildren of I/rae/ from their AÆgyptian Bondage by his 
faithful Servant Moſes, yet we quickly find their In- 
gratitude and Unthankfulneſs, both to the Author, and 
he Inſtrument of their Deliverance. And the Sin no 
Poner commences, but the Sinners are puniſh'd for it. 
An aſpiring, ambitious Spirit, is the firſt and principal 
Mover of all popular Tumults, or Commotions. And 
When Under-Agents have once gain'd a Leader, then 
* with all Authority and Power. But yet there 
Equires ſome plauſible Colour at leaſt, for this mighty 
Alteration. And therefore there muſt be a Man of a 
hold Front, and of ſomething more than what we call 
g modeſt Aſſurance to begin the Attempt. Now ſuch 
we find Korah. The * had often murmur d 
before, ſince their Pa age over the Red-Sea; but had 
Never yet arriv'd at that daring Sin of Rebellion, till 
95 headed 
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Now. wi. headed by Korab, and his Companions, Famous in the gle E 


Ver. 3. 


' gregation are Holy, every one of them, and the Lord i 


Heb. v. 4. 


Num. xvi. were not fit to live upon the Face of it. And it cam: 
31, 32,33 Fo poſs that the Ground clave aſunder that was under 


Ver. 35. 


Congregation, Men of Renown. And the firſt Thing thai gf 
he, and his Accomplices do, 1s to plead Tyranny and 
Pride in their Governours, Humility and Holineſs, and 
2 mighty Regard to Juſtice and Religion in themſelves 
It rake too much upon you, {ay they, ſeeing all the Con 


any then: Wherefore then lift — wp your ſelves abou 7 
the Congregation of the Lord? They alledged Pride and 
Haughtineſs againſt the mildeft, and the meakeft Man 
upon Earth, and aſſum'd Holineſs to themſelves alone 
when they were in open Rebellion to the Laws, both o 
God and Man. The Government of God's own imme 
diate Appointment was not ſufficient to ſatisfie em 
And they not only deſpiſe their Prince, but their Prieſt 5 
too; and take upon em that Order, which no Man 
tate th to himſelf, but he that was called of God, ar wat 
Aaron. But fee the fatal Conſequence ob their bold x 
Undertaking ! They had provoked Heaven by their 
Sin, and divided the Earth by their Faction. And ac 
cordingly we read, that the one open'd her Mouth to 
ſwallow up thoſe wicked Perſons into her Bowels, which 


then, and the Earth open'd her Mouth, and ſwallowed Hiſtu 
them up, and their Houſes, and all the Men that apper- i Tn 
trined unto Korah, and all their Goods; and the Eart) mi 
tloſed upon them, and they periſhd from among the Con hs 
gregation. Firſt open d her Mouth, to rid the Earth of with 
ſuch ungrateful Monſters, and then immediately clog'd Hm 
upon them, to prevent Infection from their dying amid a 
Breath. And as for thoſe that illegally aflum'd the aS$ca 
Prieſthood, the Text ſaith, there came out Fire from the - 
Lord, and conſum'd the 250 Men that offer'd Incenſe. En 
Thus we ſee that God will work Miracles, rather ver b 
than ſuch execrable Wickedneſs ſhall paſs uhpuniſh'd. Reya 
The ny Heavens ſhall plead the Cauſe, and the Earth Glrcu 
join in the avenging the Inſults offer d to injur'd Majeſty, Ad t. 
But this is not the only Inſtance that the Scripture em 
affords ns, of the Vengeance of God treading cloſe * i 
| the 
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in the tho Heels of ſuch as have „ the Magiſtrate, and 
g that ſiſted the Regal Power. For we find Shimei, when 


and Ye | he ſaid, ſurely the Bitterneſs of Death is paſt, 1 Sam. xy. 
. 3 the Curſes which he had ſo inſultingly be. 22. 


8. and 
ſelves, w d upon David the Father, in the Days of his wiſe 
n n Solomon; and that too with his Blood. So that 
ord though Heaven may defer the Rebel's Puniſhment, yet 
abo i doth not wholly forget it. And ev'n the hoary 
te and Fraitor Joab, who often had inſulted his too indulgent 
t Man Sovereign, and as the good King David himſelf, with 
alone Grief, confeſſed, had ever been too hard for him, yet 
oth of this mighty Champion God brings to Judgment, where 
imme he leaſt expected it, and thought himſelf moſt ſecure, 
e em even at the Horns of the Altar. So that even the Church 
Prieſt Ifelf ſhall not be a Protection for thoſe that reſiſt, or 
0 Mam qppoſe the Ordinance of God. And *tis ſignally re- 
4 war markable, that Ab/a/om's Mule left the rebellious unna- 
bold wal Son in ſuch a Place and Poſture, as were moſt fit- 
theit pg to render him a publick Spectacle, and Monument 
nd ac the higheſt Ingratitude to the beſt of Princes, and the 
th to pſt unaccountable Diſobedience to the tendereſt, and 
which moſt Loving of Fathers. | 
f cam? Thus we ſee how Vengeance purſues, and overtakes 
under tlioſe that have formerly been Raiſers of Sedition and 
{lowed Wſturbers of the Publick Peace, endeavouring to bring 
apper. I Innovations in Church or State, and either to un- 
Earth Amine the Authority, or villify and debaſe the Per- 
e Con s of their Superiors. And did it fare much better 
rth of eh the Parricides that occaſion'd this bloody and 
clos d Mmeful Solemnity > That made this Day a Shame 
Tu anc 2 Reproach to every true Eng/i/hman at home, and 
d the Wanda] to him abroad; and hath brought ſuch a Blot 
m the un the Proteſtant Religion, as the unſpotted Church 
ſe. England, with all her Purity and Loyalty, will ne- 
rather Ver be able to wipe off? No, as they perſecuted the 
und Royal Martyr to the Death, and that with all the 
Earth Elrcumſtances of Ignominy, Shame and Barbarity, ſo 
yeſty, A the Juſt Vengeance of Heaven cauſe the Cup of 
pture Nembling to "ax through unto them, and, in their 
upon rn, make them drink deep of the Dregs thereof. 
the 7 There 


1 


— 
E 


Prov. xvii. Iamon, that an evil Man ſeeketh only Rebellion, therefor 
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There were ſcarce any that were chief Actors in th 
mournful and humble Tragedy, but what came to a 
untimely and ſcandalous Death: For tho moſt of en 
Iſa. xxxvii. flouriſhed for a time, ke a green Bay- Tree, yet how ſoo 
36, 37. did they conſume away, periſh, and come to a fearful Eu 

verifying and making good that Obſervation of SY 


ile ga cruel Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him. Anſwerably 
Plal. Iv. to that of the Pſalmiſt, Thou, O God, (halt bring th 
244 25- down to the Pit of Deſtruftion. The Blood. thirſiy ani 
deceitful Men ſhall not live out half their Days. And 
Obſtinacy and Impenitence for ſuch an horrible Murd 
committed, be a e from God; then certain) 
the Regicides died a molt lamentable, deplorable Death 
inſenſible of their damnable Guilt here, and therefor 
very unlikely to be rewarded with Glory hereafter. 
You have heard then how very prone the Generalih 
of the People are, too lightly to eſteem Princes and 
Curſe the King in their Thoughts, and likewiſe that g 
ach Deſigns, all ſuch evil Imaginations, are highly dif 
pleaſing to God, and therefore that God will in a mol 
judicial Manner bring ſuch egregious Traitors to Judg 


ment. | : 

What remains then, but that we ſtand firm and ſed 

faſt in our Loyalty and Obedience to the beſt of Queens 

that we Honour and Reverence all her Commands, an 

ſubmit our ſelves with Chearfulneſs and Thankfulneſs wlll 

all that are put in Authority under, Her, aud that will 

x Thel. iv, fludy to be quiet, and do our own Buſineſs; and that, wil 

11. endeayour,.as far as in us lies, to imitate the ma 

and glorious Virtues of the Bleſſed Martyr, which is thi 

moſt effectual way of expiating the Guilt of, or avertinf 

the Judgments due to the ſhedding of his Innocent Blood 

Now God of his infinite Mercy grant us all to be ti 
Minded, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


4 1 


5 To whom, with the Father, &e. 
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